



 

Some Questions to Ask a Play 
Iskandar إسكندر R. Sharazuddin 

What is the space described in this world like? 
• Interior or exterior? 
• Open or enclosed? 
• Public or private? 
• Rural or urban?  
• What is the largest distance anyone can imagine? 

What is time like in this world? 
• What is its rhythm? 
• Calm or frantic? 
• Leisurely or pressured? 
• How is it defined? By a clock? By the sun? By events? 
• How far back in time is the oldest event anyone can remember? 
• How often do people talk of the past, the present and the future? 

What is the climate of this world like? 
• Hot or cold? Dry of damp? etc. 
• What is the weather like? 
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• Spring, summer, autumn or winter? 
• How easy is it to breathe the air? 

How is society structured in this world? 
• Who is in power? 
• What are the rules of class? 
• What is the position of women? Of foreigners? etc. 
• What are the customs, traditions and rituals on this planet? 
• Do people gather in groups, in pairs, or are they isolated? etc. 
• How do you interact with others? Through discussion? By fighting? etc. 
• Do people talk most about their feelings or their thoughts? 
• What kind of metaphors do people use? 

What changes in this world during the play? 

What is hidden from view in this world?
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