



 

Headlong Criteria For A Successful Play 
Iskandar إسكندر R. Sharazuddin 
When Headlong Theatre consider submitted plays for commissioning, they use 
the following assessment criteria in line with their values: 

Use of language: 
• Dialogue 
• Appropriateness for theatre (vs. TV or film) 
• Richness, precision, control of vocabulary.  

Structure: 
• Consistency and coherence of narrative and character.  
• Action  
• Layout and formatting.  
• How are the four units of drama being used? 
• Time / Character / Location / Action - do the units exercise for your play? 

Theatricality: 
• Metaphor  
• Inventiveness / playfulness  
• Boldness 
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Social / Political / Emotional Engagement: 
• Strength of the ‘dramatic question’. 
• Genuine sense of enquiry by the writer.  

Truth: 
• Strength and authenticity of voice. 
• Emotional truth of the characters, narrative etc.  
• Range and precision of research / factual content.  
• Originality / cliche.  
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